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DINNER NOTICE - PARTNERS’ NIGHT

Tuesday 4 August 2026
6.30pm for 7.00pm Ellerslie Event Centre

Dear Member

The Committee is delighted to announce the details of our Partners’ Night event for 2026. Our guest speakers are Professor
Kate Diesfeld and Dr Marta Rychert. The title of their speech is:

Rehabilitation after misconduct: you be the judge

How does New Zealand’s legal system respond when a lawyer or a health practitioner falls afoul of the acceptable standards
of practice? Who receives a second chance after professional discipline? What types of penalty are likely to support disciplined
practitioners on their path back to safe practice? What made a difference to those “returning to the fold"?

To design a theory of rehabilitation which answers these and similar questions, select disciplinary decisions of the Lawyers
and Conveyancers Disciplinary Tribunal and the Health Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal were analysed and compared, and
interviews were conducted with practitioners and focus groups involving key stakeholders. The decisions’ rationale and
participants’ recommendations were both surprising and heartening.

*Our speakers wish to acknowledge the Royal Society Te Aparangi Marsden Fund which generously supported their research.

Kate Diesfeld is on the Board of Aotearoa Disability Law, is a Co-Principal Investigator on the Marsden Fund study “A
rehabilitation model for professional discipline” and convenes the Law Association of New Zealand’s Mental Health and
Disability Committee. Previously Kate was Director of the National Centre for Health Law and Ethics and Chair of AUT's Ethics
Committee, held academic roles at the University of Waikato and Auckland University of Technology, co-edited Involuntary
Detention and Therapeutic Jurisprudence (2003) and Elder Law in New Zealand (2014), and has held editorial roles
with Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, Journal of Legal Medicine and LAWS.

Marta Rychert is an Associate Professor at the College of Health at Massey University and a New Zealand Royal Society
Rutherford Discovery Fellow. Her research sits at the intersection of health, public policy and law, with particular focus on
professional misconduct and public policy responses to drugs. She is an Associate Investigator on the Marsden-funded project
(led by Professors Diesfeld and Surgenor) examining the rehabilitation of regulated professionals following misconduct. She
has also received research funding from the NZ Health Research Council and the European Union. She serves as Co-Editor-
in-Chief of the international journal Drugs, Habits and Social Policy.

RSVP: Strictly by Tuesday 28 July 2026
Guests:
Please advise the name of your partner, if they are attending. The dinner fee for partners and guests is $110.00 per person.
Payment for your guest by direct credit to the Society’s bank account ASB: 12-3109-0143930-00 is the preferred method of payment.
You may also pay by credit card via the Society’s website (see Make a Payment) by 28 July 2026.

Yours sincerely
/

Catherine Miller

Secretary



